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give because it would imply the existence of an intention on
his part he did not in any way entertain, .and it was irritating
to be asked to promise not to do a thing one never intended
to do.

Later on still Gorchakov called on Lord Odo Russell. He
came to suggest that Bismarck's assurances were so complete
that they might very well let the whole matter drop. It was wise
not to be unnecessarily irritating now that their object, the
maintenance of peace, was assured. He had already advised the
French Ambassador to adopt this attitude, and had requested
him to ask his Government not to exhibit too much joy, as he
did not wish Bismarck to feel Gorchakov's triumph too publicly.
His version of the "Promise" story was that Bismarck had only
refused to give it in writing, and he had declared that his word
was sufficient.1

The events above narrated are given as recorded in Lord
Odo Russell's strictly contemporary despatches, but there are in
existence other more highly coloured accounts. Russell's letters
seem to me more worthy of belief than Saburov's story,2 which
bears a resemblance too strong to be entirely accidental to the
sensational journalism of Blowitz.3 The British Ambassador
stated explicitly that an interview had taken place between
Gorchakov and Bismarck in the morning, and that Gorchakov
came in after dinner, and this is difficult to reconcile with Sabur-
ov's statement that Lord Odo Russell told him "he had received
an order to take part in the interview that Prince Gorchakov
proposed to have with the German Chancellor, though con-
^vinced of the uselessness of a step which would probably irritate
Prince Bismarck," and that he purposely arrived a quarter of an
hour after the Russian statesman.* It is possible that he may have
been present at the morning interview, as an account given by

^.O. 64. 827. No. 205. To Lord Derby. Secret, u May 1875.

2Simpson: The Saburov Memoirs.

3Blowitz represents his Times article as inspired by the Radowitz interview.
Saburov says that Russell's instructions reported that the F.O. was disturbed
by a conversation between Radowitz and Gontaut-Biron. Blowitz always main-
tained that Bismarck approved of his article because he did not want his hand
forced by the military party. Saburpv says: "It was not against France but
against the militants of the two countries that he bore a grudge-----" p.s8.

4Professor Fuller, following Wertheimer (II. 236) gives yet a third version.
He says that after Lord Odo Russell had had his interview he met Gorchakov
in the anteroom and was brought back by him to be present at the conversa-
tion.
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